33
through the trans-Atlantic and regional slave trade, the soldiers and higher military personnel and lastly the sailors who settled in the colony. a swiss village in the dutch tropics karwan fatah-black cause.
6 From the mid-nineteenth century on, books on the colony were written increasingly in Dutch, by Dutch authors conceptualising the colony as a Dutch responsibility. In contrast, the books written on the colony during the rule of the Suriname Company (1683-1795) were often written in German, French or English, and most of those written in Dutch were translated into those languages. In the two centuries of writing on the colony that preceded the shift to a Dutch-centred view the Europeans who played a central part in the colonisation of Suriname left their mark in libraries and book collections.
In the eighteenth century English, French and German physicians took a substantial share of the publications, translations and reprints, making the colony a topic for a European public. The later historiography retroactively made Suriname's seventeenth and eighteenth century more Dutch than the colony had been at the time, ignoring the Atlantic network of the directors of the Suriname Company, plantation owners, the captains lying at anchor in the Suriname River, or the 'subaltern telegraph' of enslaved Afro-Americans.
Thinking in terms of empire, especially when it comes to cultural, economic and migratory connections in the early modern Atlantic world, seems ill-fitted for this particular colony and the history of colonisation in general. Calling imperial history 'new' has not solved the problem of retroactively attributing to the (British) nation an agency and reach that it simply did not posses. While it has been a helpful contribution by New Imperial Historians to go beyond a core-periphery model and integrating colony and motherland, the reinforcing of imperial boundaries has (unintentionally) revitalised colonial myth-making about the unity of empire.
7
In recent decades, Atlantic history as a field has provided several tools to rethink the European colonisation of the Atlantic rim in the early modern period. Atlanticists have stressed that their findings demand from researchers that they transcend national imperial orientations when studying Atlantic integration, and recognise the multiple origins of globalisation processes.
This focuses attention on the interconnection of the Atlantic regions and linking the dynamic of integration to hinterland developments. 
Inter-imperial movements
Although the quantitative data is limited, it is possible to reconstruct the movement of people beyond the direct connection between the Dutch Republic and Suriname. Together with a reconstruction of the figures the question arises why people moved between colonies of the various empires.
The strong trade relations between colonies of different empires might explain how they moved. Looking more closely at the various histories of these migrations the strong competition between the empires for settlers seems to provide at least part of the answer to why they migrated on to colonies of other artikel -article cent were still in the colony three years later, the others seem to have died or moved out again. 29 Experienced colonists were a major asset for any colony, and once one attempt at colonisation failed, other colonies were eager to take them in. Their inter-colonial movement often crossed imperial boundaries. artikel -article
43
These circuits were not only used by the group migrations from the Rhine lands, they fitted the general movement of people in and out of Suriname.
Besides the slave trade and the movement of military personnel, the net movement of people in the early 1730s to Suriname was about 51 per year, a figure that rose to 61 annually in the 1750s. After the 1750s the net migration to the colony dropped, mostly due to an increase of people leaving the colony for regional destinations. This regional emigration from Suriname decreased by half the positive migration figure from the Republic down to 33 a year in the 1770s.
The change that took place from the 1730s to the 1770s is that initially there were more people moving to the colony to settle, while later on, when production was booming, planters or administrators travelled back and forth. These people did not just go back to Europe when they had made their fortunes, but also left Europe again for Suriname taking their personnel with them. After the decline of plantation production in the late 1770s there was a shift towards more inter-colonial emigration away from Suriname. to Suriname. There were lenient rules about the payment of taxes and all newcomers were exempted from paying taxes and other duties for a period of ten years. Duties for the weighing of goods and for the size of ships were not included in this exemption, but these most likely fell to the captains of the ships arriving instead of the colonists. The only payments to be made by the colonisers would be sanctioned by the Governor and Council. The charter reasoned that since it was the planters themselves who formed the council, artikel -article 47 they would not object to these costs. The entire charter was geared towards convincing the colonists that they would not be unfairly treated and that Suriname was a good place to start a business. Colonists who could not afford the slaves that they bought were protected by allowing them to spread their payment across three terms of a year. The charter further promised to send enough slaves to the colony. It also stated explicitly that the company would bring enough whites to the colony and that ships were obliged (in case the company requested) to take up to twelve passengers for a low price.
48
Despite the favourable regulations, the number of settlers arriving remained low. Many of those who moved to the colony had (in part) religious motives. In the seventeenth century it was a conscious policy of the directors to have a welcoming attitude towards migrants from various religious backgrounds. This changed somewhat in the eighteenth century when being protestant seems to have become more important to the directors of the colony. The families left the Republic mostly 'in March or April' and could be enticed if given '300 akkers' (the size of a small plantation) along the river.
55
What followed after this first assessment by the directors was the spread of information about the migratory plans among the target population by printing pamphlets and hiring agents.
56
By 1733 the first families started to arrive from Altwied along the Wied, some miles before it joins the Rhine. between the different colonial companies in Europe. These people were not primarily Dutch, as has been noted in much of the literature on Suriname. artikel -article
